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To which 1s added, 
The Letter of the late Queen Anne, 


To the then An cn- Bisnoe, 


Daniel x11. 3. They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the Brightni/s 
of the Firmament, and they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, 
as the Stars for Ever and Ever. 
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nx Pets, Office was in- 
| fitured by our Saviour him- 
ſelf, when he commanded 
his Diſciples to go and 
teach all Nations, baptiz- 

— ing them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 


"Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all. Things 


vhatſoe ver he had commanded them, and 
(ſays he) I am 3 unto the 
End of the Warld.. A by, 


Warn he: Riki PINES" 4] 
Apoſtles, and ſome Evan- | 


Tens, He gave ſome 
LD - : A 


Mo; FS 4. 


cell, 


rere 
7, 


21 


gelifts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers , for 


the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work. 1 
of the Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the 
Body of _ | 


wh 


Tuxr are filed Embaſſadors of the Al- 
mighty King, toproclaim the glad Tidings of 
Salvation; and to beſeech Mankind to be re- 


| conciled unto God; and are therefore required 


to take heed unto themſelves and to all the 
Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt makes 
them Overſeers to feed the Church of God, 
which he hath purchaſed with his own 


Blood: And this every Petſon ordained a 
Prieſt, undertakes with the greateſt Solem.. 


nity ; as appears by the follow * Extract of 
their D | 


Ad reading the Leſſons taken 


out of the Goſpel and the Writings 
of the Apoſtles, they are exhorted by 
the Biſhop in the Name of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, to have in Remembrance 


into how high a Dignity and to how | 
weg hey an and Charge they 


are 


+. 
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are called to be Watchmen and Stew- 


ards of the Lord, to teach, premoniſh, 


feed and provide for the Lords Fa- 
mily, to ſeek for Chriſt's Sheep and 


for his Children, who are in the 


"midſt of this naughty World, that 


they may be ſaved through Chriſt 
for Ever, and therefore they ſhould 
have always imprinted in their Re- 
membrance how great a Treaſure 1s 
committed to their Charge, for they 
are the Sheep of Chriſt, which he 
bought with his Death „and for 
whom he ſhed his Blood. And there- 
fore if. it ſhall happen the ſame 
Church, or any Member thereof to 
take any Hurt or Hindrance by rea- 
ſon of their Negligence, they muſt 
know the horrible Puniſhment that 
will enſue. They are therefore again 
exhorted to conſider the End of their 


Miniſtry, and to ſee that they ne- 


A 2 Ver 


141 


1 ceaſe their Labour, On 20 


Diligence to do all that lies in tem 


to bring all ſuch as are committed 
to their Charge unto that Agreement 
in the Faith and Knowledge of God, 


that there be no Place left either for 
Error in Religion, or for Viciouſ- 
neſs in Life. And foraſmuch as this 
Office is of ſuch Excellency and of 
great Difficulty, they ought with the 
oreateſt Care and Steadineſs to apply 
themſelves thereto, and to beware, 
that neither themſelves offend, nor 
be the Occaſion that others offend, 

To which is added, that ſeeing there 
cannot be any other Means to com- 
paſs the doing ſo weighty a Work, 
pertaining to the Salvation of Man- 
kind, but with Doctrine and Ex- 
hortations taken out of the Holy 

Scriptures, and with a Life agreeable 


to the ſame, they are therefore to 


conſt» 


rr 


* 8 es SS ail 


 eonſiger, hive ſtudious they ought to 


 Gify their Lives, and to 
after the Rule and Doctrine of Chriſt, 
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be in reading and learning the &xrip- 
tures, and in framing the Manners 


both of themſelves and of them that 


to their Care, according to 
the Rule of the ſame Scriptures, for 
which Cauſe they ought to forſake 
and ſet aſide as much as they can all 
Worldly Cares and Studies. And 
fince they are determined by God's 
Grace to give themſelves wholly to 


this Office, they muft apply them- 


ſelves to this one Thing, and to en- 
deavour from Time to Time to fan- 
faſhion them 


ſo as they may be godly Examples 
and Patterns for the People to follow. 
And that this Promiſe may the more 
move them to their Duty, they an- 
ſwer plainly to the Things, which 
in the Name of God and his Church 

arg 


5 


„ 


| EE 


are demanded of them touching the 


ſame. 


Fir, the Biſhop aſks. Do you 
think you are truly called according 
to the Will of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ! 


Anſwer. J think it. 


2. ARE you perſuaded the Holy 
Scriptures contain ſufficiently all 
Doctrine required of Neceſſity to 
eternal Salvation ? Are ye deter- 
mined out of the ſaid Scriptures to 


inFrudg the _ committed to 
your Charge, and to teach nothing, 


as required of Neceſſity to eternal 
Salvation, but that which you ſhall 
be perſuaded may be concluded and 
proved by the Scriptures !? 


Anſ. 1 am fo perſuaded and am 
ſo determined by God's Grace. 


3 WiLL 


vo WS ww 


* 
a _ 
g: WILL you then give your 
faithful Diligence, always to mi- 
niſter the Doctrine and Sacraments 
and the Diſcipline of Crit, accord- 
ing to the Commandments of God, 
ſo that you may teach the People 
committed to your Charge, with all 
Diligence, to keep and obſerve the 
ſame? 


Anſ. I will do ſo, by the Help of 
the Lord. 


4. WILL you be ready with all 
Diligence, to drive away all erro- 
neous Doctrines contrary to God's 
Word; and to uſe both pablick and 
private Monitions, as well to the ſick 
as to the whole within your Cures, 
as Need ſhall require * Occaſion 
ſhall be given ? 


Anſ. 1 will, the Lord being my 
Helper. 


8. WILL. 


[8] | 

- 6. WII I you be digen ih\Proy- 

ors, and in reading of the Hol7 
and in ſuch Studies as 

- help to the Knowledge of the ſame; 
laying aſide —— 

aud the fie? 


All. I will endeavour my ſelf ſo 
to do, the Lord being my Helper. 


6. WILL. you be dilig 


ent to frame 
and faſhion your own Self and your 
Families, according to the Doctrine 
of Chriff, to make both your Selves 
and them, as much as in you lieth, 
wholeſom Examples and Patterns to 
the Nock of Grin? 


An). I will apply my ſelf thereto, 
the Lord being my Helper. 


7. WILL you maintain and et 
forward as a as lieth in vou, 


— eace and Love: "Y 


n an M10. 


. the Bible in his Hand, 


[9] ; 
all Chriſtian People, and eſpecially 
among them, that are or ſhall be 
committed to your Charge ? 


A1 I will do ſo, the Lord being 
my Helper. 


8. WII L you reverently obey your 
Ordinary and other chief Miniſters, 
unto whom is committed the Charge 


and Government over you; follow- 
ing with a glad Mind and Will their 


godly Admonitions, and ſubmitting 
your ſelves to their godly ] udgment, 


Anſ. 1 will do ſo, the Lord being 
my Helper, 


TuksR Promiſes being made, the : 
Biſhop delivers to every one of them 


ſaying: ” Take thou Authority to 
preach the Word of God, and to 
miniſter the Holy Sacrament in the 
Congre- 5 
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(110 ] 
Congregation where thou ſhalt be 
lawfully appointed thereunto, and 
every Perſon, ſo ordained,” receives 
the Holy Communion, as a further 


Confirmation of their Reſolution, to 
obſerve theſe ſacred „ 


Ix the uon of a Biſhop, 


beſides the Vg vs and Promiſes made 
by the Prieſt; 1 18 
lowing Phones. 


1. WIL L you deny all Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts; and live ſoberly, 
righteouſſy and godly in this preſent 
World, that you may ſhew your 
Self in all Things an Example of 
good Works unto others, that the 
Adverſary may be aſhamed, | having 
nothing to ſay againſt vou. | 


Auſ. I will Us * the Lord being 


2. WII 


L111 
2. WII L you ſhew your ſelf gen- 
tle, and be merciful for Chrif”s Sake 
to poor and needy People, and to 
all Strangers deſtitute of help? 


Anſ. I will ſo ſhew my ſelf by 
God's klei | 


Tu ESE Promiſes being made, the 


Archbiſhop delivers him the Bible, 


ſaying, Give Heed unto Reading; 


Exbortation and Dodrine. Think 
upon the Things contained in this 
Book. Be diligent in them, that the 
Increaſe coming thereby, may be 
manifeſt unto all Men. Take heed 
unto thy Self and to Doctrine, and 
be diligent in doing them; for by 


ſo doing, thou ſhalt both ſave thy 
ſelf and them that hear thee. Be 


to the Hock of CHriſt a Shepherd, 
and not a olf; feed. them, devour 
them not. Hold up the weak; Hcul 


B 2 the 
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the hf ck, bind up the broken, bring 


again the Outcaſts, ſeek the pol. 
Be ſo merciful, that ye be not too 
remiſs ; So miniſter Diſcipline, that 
you forget not Mercy, that when 
the Chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye 
may receive the never-fading Crow: 


of Glory, through Feſus ChriF, our 
Lord. Amen. Ry 


e rf ft, e 


Tris is that High and Holy Office, which 
the Clergy take upon themſelves with ſuch 


awful Solemnity. For their Maintenance 
and ſupport therein the State has provided 


that they ſhall enjoy not only the tenth Part 
of the Produce of the Earth, but alſo of the 


Labour and Charge with which it is manured, 
beſides this, many great Eccleſiaſtical Benefi- 


ces and Eſtates are added thereto. 


Ir this Profeſſion be compared with any 
ot" er, it will appear infinitely Superiur, the 


moſt ſkilful Phyſicians can only relieve his 


Patients under the a and Diſorders of 
| ſome 


Iz FO 
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ſome acute Diſtemper, and notwithſtanding 
all their Skill, this mortal Frame muſt be 
diſſolved by Death: But this Profeſſion is to 
inſtruct Mankind, chat there is a future State 
of endleſs Bliſs or Miſery, and how we may 
avoid the one and obtain the other, by teach 
ing us to deny all Ungodlingſi and Worldly 
Lufts, and to live ſoberly, righteonſly and god- 
ly in this preſent World, /coking for that 
bleſſed Hope and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chrift, who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeene 
us from all Tniguity, and purify unto himſelf 
' @ peculiar People, zealous of good Works. 
And as a further Reward for all the Pains 
they ſhall take as Miniſters of Chriſ, the 
Holy Scriptures affures them, Ichat they that 
turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the 
Stars for Ever and Ever; And that, if oy 
feed the Flock of God, taking the 

thereof; not for fi/thy Lucre, but, of a — 7 
Mind; not as being Lords over God's Heri- 
tage, but Examples to the Flock, when the 
_ chief Shepherd ſhall appear they ſhall receive 
a of: (Glory chat fadech nor away, 


mer the Apoſtolic Times there has ne- 


ver 


* 


Lei 

ver been in any Nation Men of greater ** 
and Learning, than many of the Biſbops and 

Paſtors of the Church of Enyg/dnd, who have 
'adorned their Profeſſion : And in this proferic 
Age, when Infidelity is become ſo faſhiona- 
ble, it has pleas d the Div ine Providence to 
raiſe up ſeveral of them to ſtem. this Tor- 
rent, and by their Writings to baffle and con- 
_— both the Arian and mn Schemes. 


4x14 * 


Ber on che other Hand! * is to be lamented 
"that too many of the Clergy have very grolsy 
þ Lage) the Duties of cheir Jacred Function. 


Hav not ſome Biſhops been conſecrated 
to a Dioceſe into which chey never ſet their 
Foot? How many great Livings are held in 
Cmmendum? And tho Law has provided 
»-ugainſt Pluralities and Non+refidence , yet 
*zbeſe are elyged, for how many of the Cler- 

gy do now enjoy 1, 2 and 3 Livings, and 
the Care of immortal Souls, that they ſo ſo- 

lemnly take upon them, is ?rarsferr'd to poor 
Curates, which can be hired at the cheapeſt 
Rate? I ſhall not enumerate the Indecencies 
of Behaviour, or the Immoralities that too 
many are guilty of; I mean not an Accuſa- 
tion by way of Reproach, but as it may tend 
to 


[15] 
to the Amendment of their Lives, and there- 
fore chooſe to give the Sentiments of ſome 
of the Biſhops of our Church . „— 5 
rather chan my own. 1 Sta bh 


AND to begin wich that moſt loin ai 
pious Prelate, Biſhop Bull, who in his Viſi- 
tation Sermon, has ſeverely reproved the great 
Remiſneſs and Neglect of many of the Clergy, 
as appears by the following pious Admoni- 
clons. | 


© Tax Prieſt that is not cloath'd with 
4 Righteouſneſs, though otherwiſe richly a- 
ce dorned with all the Ornaments of Human 
«* and Divine Literature, and thoſe gilded 
« over with the Rays of a Seraphick Pru- 
* dence and Sagacity, is yet but a naked, 
e beggarly deſpicable Creature, of no Autho- 
* rity, no Intereſt, no Uſe or Service in the 
ce Church of God. The unboly Teacher, let 
« him preach never ſo well, diſcourſeth to 
«little Purpoſe; there will be no Liſe in his 
« Doctrine, becauſe his Liſe is ſo deſtitute of 
ce the Spirit of Holineſs ; he will ſooner 
te damn his own Soul than fave any Man's 
8 elſe. His Diſcourſes, though arm d * 

«|! © the 


© he becomes a Thing wholly uſeleſs in the 
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© the moſt powerful Oratory, will ſerve to 


e move no other Affection in his Hearers, 


0 eee of Indignation againſt his Hy- 
pocriſy and Impudence, to hear him ex- 
« = — declaim againſt a Vice, of which 
« himſelf is notoriouſly guilty. 


* Wn EM a Man's Authority is thus loſt, 


« Church of God. Uſeleſs, did I ſay? 'twere 
« well if that were all, he is the moſt per- 
t nicious Creature that moves on God's Earth ; 
© he ſerves to the worſt Purpoſes, to make 
© Men Atheifts, Infidels or Hereticks, For 
« certainly, all the Arguments that Here- 
* tricks and Sectaries have made Uſe of, to 


' < ſeduce our People from Obedience unto 


the moſt excellent Doctrine, Liturgy and 
« D:ſcipline of our Church, would have 
« been accounted ridiculous Sophiſms, and 


* no Way ſerved their wicked Purpoſes if 


*« they had not been furniſhed with a more 
powerful Topick, ab Exemple, from the 
& vicious Loves of ſome Clergymen. 2 


9 War Remedy is likely to work this 


= Man's Cure and Repenance? Will thoſs 
<« excellenc 


—— 


[7 3 

% excellent Books of learned and pious Men, 
that he reads in his Study, work any good 
on him? No; he that flights God's Word, 
©. will little regard the Words of Men. Will 
* the publick Prayers make him ſerious ? 

No; he daily reads them, and his daily 
4 Has ſe is contrary to his daily Prayers. 


766, How much skill is requiſite to qualify a 
« Man for the Prieſtly Office ? How great 
Care in the Diſcharge of it? What a fad 
« Thing it would be, if through my Un- 
« ſkilfulneſs or Negligence, any one Soul 
„% ſhould mi/carry under my Hands, or die 
6s; 2 N eternally? 


« We miniſter to Souls. Souls! a 
« in that one Word, there is a Sermon. 
7 << Souls, precious Souls! One where- 

© of, is more worth than all the World be- 
& 3 the Price of the Blood of the Son of 
6c God. 


4e Au for our Encouragement here, let 
us remember, that though many Things 
« are required of a Miniſter, yet the chief 
« oth moſt ind * Requiſites are theſe 
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two, a _ Defire to ſave Soils, and 
an unwearied Diligence in the Purſuit of 
that noble Deſign. The Miniſter that 
wants theſe two Qualifications, will hard- 
ly paſs the Teſt, or gain the Approbation 
of God, the great Judge and Tryer; 


but where theſe are found, they will co- 


ver a Multitude of other F — and De- 
feats. Let us therefore Reverend Brethren 


(and may I here conjure, both you and my 


Self,” by the endeared Love we bear to our 
own Souls, and the precious Souls com- 


"mitted to our Charge, yea by the Blood of 
the Son of God, the Price ol both) let us, 


I beſeech you, from henceforth returnito 
our ſeveral Charges, zealouſly and indu- 


fineſs that is before us. Let us think no 
Pains too great, to eſcape that greater 
Judgment that otherwiſe attends us. Let 
vs ſtudy hard and read much, and pray 
often, and preach in Seaſon and out of 
Scaſon, and catechize the Nuth, and take 
wiſe Opportunities of inſtructing thoſe 
who being of riper Vears, may yet be as 


unripe in Knowledge ; and viſit the fich, 
and according to our Abilities, relieve the 


Poor; 


[19] 
« Poor; ſhewing to all our Flock, the Ex- 
* ample of a watchful, holy, humble Conver- 
<«« ſation. And may a great Bleſſing of God 
* crown our Labours ! Let us go on and the 
Lord proſper us. 


AND then goes on to addreſs the Laity in 
theſe pathetick Expreſſions. 


« Tn1s Diſcourſe concerning the Diffi- 
e culty and Hazard of the Prieſtly Office, 
„ ſhews ſufficiently all the Peoples Danger. 
Tis the Danger your own Souls are in (my 
Brethren) if not carefully lookt to, that is 
the great Hazard of our Office, O there- 
« fore, if you do conſider it, what heed 
« have you to look to your Selves. 


cg 


Ir our Work and Office be attended 
with this Difficulty, ſuce 'tis your Duty 
« tO pity us, to pray for us, to encourage us 
by all poſſible Ways and Means to the vi- 
*« gorous Performance of it; at leaſt not ta 
« add to our Load or diſcourage us, either 
« by your way-ward Factiouſneſs, or ſtub- : 
« born Profaneneſs or ſacrilegious Injuſtice: 
6 * you do, ſad will be your Account. 


C 2 * REMEM- 


L 20 

. * REMEMBER therefore the Advice of the 
*« Apoſtle, Heb. 13. v. 17. Obey them that 
have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your 
« Selves, for they watch for your Souls, as 
they that muſt give an Account that they 
may do this (i. e. attend on this Work of 
«*« watching over your Souls) with Joy, and 

* not with Grief. 


« Grotiuss Paraphraſe is here moſt ge- 
“ nuine, to ſweeten and allay the irkſome 
* Labour of your Teachers, by performing 
* to them all Offices of Reſpect and Love; 
« that they may with Alacrity and not with 
** Grief diſcharge that Function, which is of 
it ſelf a ſufhcient Burthen, without any 
Addition of Sorrow from you.” 


dE 6 2588s 5 tete 


LegT us now ſee what Dr. Spratt, Biſhop 
of Rochefler, ſays with Relation to the Per- 
formance of the publick Affairs of the 
Church, in his elegant Diſcourſe to his Cler- 


gy, in the Year 1695. 
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ih I ſhall offer you ſome few familiar Con- 
ſideratione, which may ſerve as ſo many 
| 90 friendly 


121 ] 
«« friendly and brotherly Advices, concern- 
« ing chiefly the Manner and Way of per- 
«*forming ſome of the principal Offices of 
6 N Miniſtry. 


„Tx firſt Advice I preſume to ſet before 
« your View, ſhall relate to the Manner of 


doing your Part in all the ordinary Offices 
« of the publick Liturgy. 


“As to that, it is my earneſt Requeſt, 
« That you would take very much Care, 
and uſe extraordinary Intention of Mind, 
«« to perfect your Selves in a true, juſt, fen. 
e ble, accurrate, becoming Way of reading 
and adminiſtring them as you have occaſion, 


A Suggeſtion, which ſome, perhaps, at 
« firſt hearing, may think to be but of a ſlight 
« and ordinary Concernment; yet, if I am 
« not much deceived, it will be found of 
« exceeding Moment and Conſequence in its 
« Practice; and of ſingular Uſefulneſs to- 
« wards the raifing of Devotion in any Con- 
« pregation piouſly inclin'd: When your 
«*« weekly, or rather daily Labours of this 
Kind, ſhall be thus performed; I mean; 
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[ 22 ] 
% not with a meer formal or artificial, but 
« with ſuch a grave, unaffeed. Delivery of 


„the Words, as (if the Defect be not in our 


„ Selves) will, indeed, naturally fow from a 
right and ſerious confidering of their Senſe, 


* Tux Purpoſe then of this my plain 
Motion to you, is, in ſhort, to beſeech you 
« all, to employ much /erious Pains, in pra- 
<6 ailing the publick and private Reading of 
« all your Offices, as the Uſe of any of 
them ſhall occur, diſtinctiy, gravely, af- 
« feftionately and fervently ; ſo as every where 
« to give them all that Vigour, Life, and 
« Spirit, whereof they are capable; which 
certainly is as great as in any human Writ- 
«© ings whatſoever ; if we be not wanting to 
«© them in the Repetition, 


« THe Truth is, whatever ſome may 
« imagine to the contrary, ſuch a complete 
and conſummate Faculty of Reading the 
Common Prayer, is of ſo great Difficulty, 
as well as Uſe, that I am fully convinced, 
it very well deſerves to have ſome Place 
« among our conſtant Studies; at leaſt in 
the firſt Initiation into our Miniſtry, if not 
throughout the whole Courſe of it. 


« Tug 


[ 23 ] 

Tux Church has ſolemnly enjoined every 

<« Clergyman, beſides the Times of his pub» 

lick Miniſtry, to read ſome very conſidera- 

e ble Parts of his Office, once a Day at leaſt, to 
*** himſelf, except he ſhall be excus'd by ir im 

« n Buſineſs, 


Ir a. indeed to me, thar the very 
Way of performing all the outward As 
of Religion, has ſo wonderful an Influence 
towards obtaining the inward Effects of it, 
on our Heart and Conſciences, that I 
«© cannot but think, we can never be too 
&« laborious, in preparing and exercifing our 
Thoughts, and even our very Voices in pri- 


vate, for a publick Service of m great Im- 
66 O'S [732 - 


46 


+ /T1s true, we generally: value and e- 
ſteer” Preaching, as our great Privilege 
and Honour. And ſo far we ate in the 
Right. But we are not ſo, if we look on 
the reading of Prayers, only as our Task 
« and Burthen; and as ſuch, ſhall be will- 
ing to get rid of it altogether, or to get 
G "= it in any undecent Manner, with 
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« fairs of Worldly Intereſt, _ would: ne- 
« ver be content with. an 


1 


« A prepoſterous Cuſtom, which, if aue 

Care be not taken, may be very orduditial 
ns <0 miſchievous to our Church, by quench- 
« ing the Spirit of Devotion in our own 
„ People, and giving Occaſion to our Adver- 
*© ſaries, to throw Scorn and Contempt on our 
«« otherwiſe incomparable Liturgy. 


« CoNnsIDER, I pray you, how can we ex- 
— pee, that others ſhould revere, or efteem 
c jt according to its true worth, if we our 
* ſelyes will not keep it fo much in Counte- 
*© nance, as to ford it a fair reading? If 
Ve will not do it ſo much common Juſtice, 
as to contribute, as much as lies in our 
Power, that it may have an impartial 
of Hearing, equal at leaſt to any other di- 
„vine Ordinance ? If we ſhall refufe to lay 
« as much Weight on thoſe Devotions, which 
our whole Church has enjoined us to pour 
before the Throne of Grace, for the Peo-— 
50 ple, as we do on thoſe Diſcourſes, which 
« we make on our own Heads to the People? 
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„ WüHEREToRE 1 ſay again, this very 


« "commendable Skill of devout and decent 


4c 


reading the Holy Offices of the Church, 


« is ſo far from being a Perfunetory or Su- 
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« perficial Work, or a ſubordinate lower 


© GREET, only fit for a Curate, that 
it deſerves io be plac d among your mini- 


” Mn Endowments of greater Superiority 


and Pre-eminence; as being one of the 
moſt powerful Inſtruments of the Spirit of 
God, to raz/e and command Men's Hearts 
and Afﬀetrons : Of the holy, true Spirit of 
God, I fry ; which though in our own 
inward Ejaculations or private Supplica- 
tion towards Heaven, it often helpeth our 
Infirmities, and maketh Interceſſion for us 
with groanings that cannot be uttered; yet, 
in the publick Worſhip is moſt frequently 


pleaſed to operate by ſuch Words, and 


Sounds, 2s are expreſs d with the beſt Urte. 


rYance. 


** So that now witn a juſt Aſſurance I may 


aſſert this to be a very proper Qualiſica- 
tion of a Parochial Miniſter, that he hag 


attain'd to an habitual Faculty, of ſetting 
Win the public Prayers to all their due 


D „ Advan- 


L 26 ] 
« Advantage, by pronouncing them leaſur- 
« ly, fitly, warmly, decently ; with ſuch an 
« Authority in the Speaker, as is, in ſome 
Degree, ſuitable to the Authority of what 
«* 1s /poken, 


« Tavs much I may ſafely ſay, that the 
« Reader of the Prayers, if he does his Part 
« jn the Manner I have mentioned, by ſuch 
& a vigorous effectual fervent Delivery of the 
« Words and Conceptions, put into his 
« Mouth by the Church it ſelf, may give a 
« new enlivening Breath, a new Soul as it were 
« to every Prayer, and every Petition in it. 
« He may quicken and animate thoſe Confe/- 
ions, Interceſſions and Thanksgtvings, which, 
« when read coldly and indifferently, with 
« jrreligious Careleſneſs, or ignorant Flatneſs, 
« will ſeem to ſome to be but a dead Let- 
% fer: He may make every Hymn, every 
« Pſalm, every Leſſon, Epiſtle and Goſpel, 
«© to become well nigh a new Sermon; at 
« leaſt, he may give to the old ſtanding Text 
« of the Bible, a very good clear Expoſition, 
« even by his very Way of reading it to the 
« Congregation, 
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[22] 
* IT is indeed almoſt incredible, how 
quite another Thing the daily Morning and 


Evening Prayers will appear, what new 


Figures and Beauties, and hidden Treaſures 


of ſacred Eloquence, they will continually 


** diſcover, when thus pronounced; how much 


[4 | 


cc 


cc 


apter they will be to kindle in us and our 
Auditors, all Manner of heavenly Aﬀe- 
tions, of Spiritual Grief and Contrition, 


of Love and Gratitude, of Faith, Hope 
and Charity; and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt : 


When the Harmony of the Tongue ſhall 
be turned, as it were, to the Harmony of 
the Matter: When the Zeal of the Reader 
ſhall keep Company with his Voice; and 
his Voice ſhall be adapted to, and varied, 
together with every Senſe and Expreſſion: 


When by long Uſe and Imitation of the 


beſt Maſters, or the beſt we can come at, 
we ſhall know familiarly how to give every 


Mord and Sentence its due Poiſe : Where 


to lay a greater or ſmaller Weight on every 


Clauſe, according to its natural or ſpiricual 
Force; where to be quicker or more vehe- 


ment; where flower and more ſedate; how 


to obſerve equally all Pauſes and Diſtances; 


« how to avoid Monotonies on the one Hand, 
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e and immoderate Elevations and Depreſſions 
* on the other; yet, where to uſe the ſame 


Tones, where to riſe or fall in the right 
Place: When, I fay, the Reader ſhall. be 
thoroughly expert and vers d, in practiſing / 


i thoſe, and many more ſuch natural Des 
« cencies of pronouncing; tho' they may 
*« ſeem but light and petty Things, taken 
« ſingly and a-part, yet altogether in their 
„full united Power, they will be found to 
« have an admirable Concurrense;" towards 

the creating, augmenting, well-tempering 
and well-governing of Devotion. 


e wanton Spirits, have complain'd they find 
in ſet Forms, is not really in the Forms 
*« themſelves ; in ours it is far otherwiſe, If 
there be any Colour for the Complaint, that 
«© can only proceed from a cold, flat, ſupine, 
« inſipid Manner of repeating them.“ 


« THE 
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* Nite. The Fewiſh Nation was by the 70 years Captivity 
in:Baby/on, entirely purg'd from Idolatry,j but upon their Re- 
turn into their own Land, they fell into a moſt irrerevent Wa 


of Worſhip, for which both Prieſt and People were ſeverely re- 
| 72 Fs proved 


* 
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« We may juſtly infer, chat all | the Colds /. 
« neſs and Dulneſs, which too many abuſed 


[ 29] 


Tux next great Duty of your (FI 
« Office, is that of Trine 0 . 


"> 


8 Tux Matter of your practical Preach- 
sing, being in it ſelf ſo large, as to extend 
\ *< do all the Precepts and Promiſes, both of · 
| the Law and the Goſpel, do all the Temp- 
« fations and Corruptions of the World, the 
«* Fleſh and the Devil ; whereof the one 
e ought to be the anal Argument of your. 
e Exhortations, the other of your 
„ and Admonitions : Here it is ef 
% that I would beſeech you all with a Bro- 
« therly Tenderneſs, and oblige you with a 
4 « PFatherly Authority, to lay out the whole 
e Streſs and Bent of your Souls, to draw aff 
your Studies, all your Learning, Humane 
« or Divine, all your Eloquence, all your, 
« Aﬀections, all your Zeal this Way : This. 9 
being the great Work you haye choſen for i 
« the Buſineſi of your whole Lives, and for, | 
which we all were ſo. peculiarly dedicated 


— 
* 
* 
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proved by Malachi, the laſt of all the Prophets. The Church 
of Rome have herein imitated meg , repeating their Prayers. 


by the Tale of Beads; and alas! re is the Difference be- 
tween this Practice of the Church. of Rome, and the abſurd 


and undevout Manner of reading the Prayers in many of our 
ns 4 


c to 


L 30 ] 
to the Service of God and his Church: 
« And let me add, this being the great Pur- 
« poſe, for which all Scripture ſeems to 
have been given by Inſpiration of God; 
that it may be profitable for Doctrine, for 
cc Reproof, for Correction. This is the chief 
« End of all the Doctrine you are to teach. 
« But what follows? For Inftru#ion in 
« Righteouſneſs ; that the Man of God may 
<© be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed to every 
« good Work. There is the great Deſign of 
6 < all the Pradtice you are to inforce. 


* Tus next great Duty of your Holy Of- 
* bes, is that of Catechiſing. 7 


- a rnsb r all Controverſy then, the firſt 

Practice of your regular catechizing i in all 
«your Churches, ought to be in the very 
« fame Order, and on the ſame Materials 
« which the Church-Catechiſm has trac'd 
« out, and the Law has injoin'd. 


& I wouLD therefore deſire you all to be- 
« gm, or rather incourage you, to go on 
« plainly and literally in that Way, with a 

= Kick Confinement of your Catechumens, 


66 as 


J 314 


« as they may be called, to that very com- 
« pendious Introduction; to have your 
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40 


Youth thoroughly verſed, and inſtructed 
perfectly in all the Queſtions and Anſwers 


there preſcribed. This ought by no Means 


to be left undone in the ſmalleſt or pooref 
of your Country Cures; where the higheſt 
Capacities are not at firſt above, and the 


loweſt can ſcarce be below, this Kind of 


plain Information. 


<« Bur in greater Towns, where the e Youth 
are ſomewhat better Educated, and fo 
ſhould be more capable of Improvement; 
there, ſuppoſing ſtill you never omit the 
other more ſimple Way, you may, by 
Degrees, with a ſober and diſcreet Pace, 
proceed farther ; I will not ſay, by inlarg- 
ing the Foundations, but by raiſing the 


Building higher on the ſame Compaſs of 
Ground. 


« AND this I have known done, with very 
remarkable Fruit and Benefit to the Learn- 
ers, in a familiar Method, whereof I will 
only trace out to you, the imperfect 
„ which by Time and Cuſtom, 

6* you 
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[32] 

you may eaſily advance and compleat 
The Method is this; That to every Article, 
tr and every Clauſe of it, in the Church -Ca- 
«< techiſm, after they have learnt them by 
Heart, you ſhould annex, at firſt, ſome 
«« fſuch Texts of Scripture, as may ſuffice to 
% prove the Matter contained in them, and 
«'do it in the feweſt Words and cleareſt to 
the Purpoſe. Theſe Texts you ſhould in- 
* duce your young Diſciples to repeat often, 
« and perfectly without Book, together with 
t each Article, and ſhould begin to let them 
t underſtand, by a very brief Expoſition, 
« how evidently each Scripture proves each 
« Article, * 


« WiTH the Scriptures by this Means, 
their Memories will unperceivably be filled; 
«« yet not ſo, as only to fit them to cant with 
«« unſeaſonably, in common Diſcourſe, but 
« ſo as to znſirudt or conform their Fudg- 
«« ments, and teach them to apply properly 
«« what they ſhall there read, to every Part 


„Mete. This is praQtis'd in many of the Charity Schools, 


where Lewis and * excellent * of the Church- 
Catechiſm are uſed. _ 


cc of 


[ 33 ] 
of a obey Chriſtian's Belief or Practical N 
2 Duty. 


„ Tuxae is ſill behind one ſolemn Duty 
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66 


more belonging to all of us, wherein I 
would willingly f ſuggeſt one ſerious Word 
of Counſel, and it concerns the Office of 
vi ſiting the Sick, 


© WarrzFort to prepare 4 your Thodghts 
and to repleniſh your Minds throughly 
for this Work, not only of Miniſterial 
Duty, but of Compaſſion and Brotherly 
Love, you ſhall not only do well to furniſh 
your Memories with a plentiful Store of 
pious, moving, affectionate Expreſſions, 
out of the Book of P/alms, and other pra- 
ctical and devotional Parts of the Holy 
Scriptures firſt; and all theſe to be caſually 
uſed, as ſhall be moſt proper: But princi- 
pally I would perſwade you, to have ſome 

good, ſound Body of Caſuiſtical Divinity, 
bo your own Studying I mean, to be al- 


ways at Hand, that is in your Hearts | as 
well as Heads. 


« I ro you even now, it highly con- 
E 


« cerned 


[24 ] 

« cerned N H 4 be welt! Rock with 
& Plenty of good Matter, for preſent Uſe, 
4 in the Viſitation of the Sick; and that for 
« your own Sakes as much as theirs. And 
in Truth, ſo it is A Clergyman can, no 
« Way better, have his own Affections and 
6 " regulated, tempered, ſoften'd, mor- 
«+ tified, ſanZifad, than by frequently per- 
6 * chis Office in a right godly Man- 
& ner. 
By thus often ſeeing Death before our 
« Eyes in all its ghaſtly Shapes, we can- 
« not, if it be not the Fault of our own In- 
« ſenſibility, but be the berter accuſtomed, 
% and made ſkilful to teach the whole and 
« the healthful, how to prepare, to meet 
that King of Terrors. By theſe Spiritual 
% Anatomies of the Dying (if I may be al- 
««- lowed to uſe ſo bold a Metaphor) we can- 
not but be made more expert in diſcerni 
„ the inward Frames and Conſtitutions of 
the Living, and to apply the propereſt 

Remedy to the Diſeaſes of their Souls. 


nal Now. my dear Brethren, having all a- 
long inſiſted, that for the foraithing and 


« inrich- 


* 


[35] 
*< inrjching your Minds with Spiritual Know- 
Ade, — the due performing theſe, 
and all other Offices of your Holy Profeſ- 
* fion, you ſhould make the Holy Scriptures 


— che priacipal SubjeQ, and indeed the only 


« final Center of all your Studies; that your 


** unerring Rule; your very Words, Lan- 
« guage and Style, ſhould every where falle 
** of; and overflow with thoſe, living and in- 


<« exhauſtible Streams of Truth and Godli- _ 


« neſ3: It may be expected, that for the Sake 
only of the younger Divines among you, 
I ſhould add a Word or two, touching 


the Manner and Method of your * 


6 theſe ſacred n 


rl My Opinion. is, FR although, 3 

66 Queſtion, all Manner of Secular or Eccle- 
« ſiaſtical Learning, can never be more uſi a 
fully emplay d than in this Seareh, and is 
all little enough for it; yet, when all is 
done, the Scripture it ſelf is the beft Expo. 
tor, the beſt Comentator on it ſelf, 1 will 
.«« alſo aver, that every Part, every Book, 
«« every. Sentence almoſt, both. of the Old 


and the New by well compared, 
: and 


Doctrine ſhould never ſwerve from that 


1361 

* and judiciouſly ſer one over againſt the o- 
« ther, in their right View and Reflettion, 
cannot but prove by God's Blefling an in- 
i eſtimable Explanation of each other: If a 
et due and accurate Care, I ſay, be taken to 
« interpret their drficult Texts, by others of 
their own thiat are eafier ; and to collate 
* their Words; Phraſes and Senſe," that may 
« ſcem dark or doubtful in ſome Places, with 
« the ſame or the like in other 'Places, 
where they are clearer and more intelligible. 
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I cannot forbear, as I go along, to de- 
% declare my Meaning a little fuller in this 
„Matter, by one ſpecial inſtance. Fot con- 
« ſider, I pray, how is it poſſible, for any 
« the moſt learned or ſagacious Student in 

% Divinity, to conceive the true and genuine 
« Senſe of the eloquent and divine Epiftle to 
e the Hebrews, except he has been alſo tho- 
roughly converſant in the Writings of Mo- 
-«« ſes? Or, where can there be found a clear- 
er, a more ſpiritual, and more illuſtrious 
. $67 Commentary on the whole Ritual Part of 
the Pentareuch, than the 1 file to the 
* Hebrews? ©" ney 
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Tu like alſo may d of all 


% other Portions of che Holy k of God. 
„And indeed, to manifeſt what mutual 
„ Brightneſs and Splendor, the | Scripture 
< gives to, and takes from it ſelf, by compar- 
* ng its ſeveral Parts, I need only urge the 
frequent Practice of our Sawour himſelf, 
% and the Inſpired Penmen of the Goſpel, 


«pounding the Ne Low 'by the 


„ in thus e 
0 New, n een the O 


FEPEN ET EY PTY SASLOADAOS 


To this may be added a few Paragraphs 
taken out of à Right Reverend Prelate's 
Diſcourſe of the Paſtoral Care, the ach Edi- 


* printed in the Year 2743. e 


« Our Reformers wok tie Care in re- 
ing the Office of Ordination; they 
made both the Charge that is given, and 
« the Promiſes that are to be taken, to be 
very Expreſs and Solemn, that ſo both the 
„ Orflainers''and the Ordained, might be 
_« rightly inſtructed in their Duty, and ftruck 
with the Aue and Dread that they ought 
* to be under in ſo holy and ſo important a 
ns Renne ;. by which it appears, that 
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4 Prieſts come under the moſt ſermal and 
« expreſs Engagements; to conſtant and dili- 
« gent Labour, that can poſſibly; be contrived 
«. or ſet forth in Fords : And therefore choſe 
«© who do not perform their Part, chat do 


«« not refide and Labour, they do alſo in the 


« Sight of God, forfeit all the Aurbority and 
« Priuiladger that do follow / chair Orders, a8 
vs much-as. 4 Chriſtian at large, that does 
not his Baptiſmal Vow, forfeits 

4 the Rights and 1 of l-- | NOUN, | in 


Re 


ide £4 v/ 5t 8 f 81. 30 ieee ＋ 0 


Ir our, Faith given $01 God. wk his 
Church in the moſt: expreſs: and plaineſt 


« Words poſſible, does Sind, if Promiſes 
given at the Altar do oblige, and if a Sti- 


polation, in che Conſideration of which, 


4 Orders are given, is /acred, and of an in- 
diſpenſable n then, I am * 
2: this is. 7 2 e 


« To * * the whole, = — the 
e ſtronger, chis Office is to de compleated 
upon this Oc- 
« cafion, that is not only a Piece of Religious 


46 eee accompanying it, but * is the 


« faking 


191 
< raking the Sacrament upon the Stipulation 
* 1 n 
by Ne dN | 


[168 Tux Chi Ease great Advantage 
© beyond all the Ref of the Merld, in this 
KReſpect beſides all others, that whereas 
« the particular Callings of other Men, prove 
1 to chem great Diftrattions, and lay many 
« Temptations in their Way, to divert them 

« from minding their high and holy Calling 
<«. of being Chriſtians ; it is quite otherwiſe 
with the Clergy; the more they follow 
% their private Callings, they do the more 
4 certainly advance their general one: The 
« better Prieſts they are, they become alſo 
« the better Chriſtians : Every Part of their 
% Calling, when well performed, raiſes good 
Thoughts, brings good Idea's into their 
«+ Mind, and tends both to increaſe their 


« Knowledge and ' quicken their * of di- 
40 vine —— 


S«. 
. £ P 


64 4c by his Chnrattce and Do- 
<< ſign of Life, ought to be a Man ſeparated 
from the Cares and Concerns of this World, 


« and dedicated to the Study and Meditation 
of Divine Matters. Tus 


[6] 
* Tux Care of a good Shepherd, was 3 
Figure ſd well underſtood, that the Pro- 


oe expreſſes God's Care of his le 
40 this, of his feeding them as a Shepherd, - 


* carrying his Lambs in his Boſom, and 
«« gently leading them, that were with young. 
« Chrift alſo calls himſelf the good Shepherd, 
« that knew his Sheep, and did not. as a 
«+ Hireling, fly away when the Wolf came, 
« but laid down his Life for his Sheep. 
This then being ſo often made Uſe of in 
* both Teſtaments, is an Expreſſion of the 
« great Truſt, committed to the Clergy, 
« which likewiſe ſuppoſes a great, a conſtant, 
and a fender Care, in looking to, in feeding 
'« or inſtructing, in watching over and guard- 
ing the Flock, againſt Errors and Sins, and 
* their being ready to offer themſelves to the 
« firſt Fury of Perſecution. 


- . Tuzy are alſo called Ambaſſadors, and 
« this upon the nabigſt and moſt deſirable 
« Meſſage; ſor their Buſineſs is to treat of 
« Peace between God and Man, to them is 
40 given che Word or Doctrine of Reconciles 
« tion; they are ſent by Chriſt, and do ſpeak 
in God's Name; as if God did beſcech 
. Men 
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cc 
40 
«c 


ES 


ct Men by them, ſo do they in Chriſt 8 Stead, 


who is the Mediator, preſs Men to be 
reconciled to God: Words of a very high 
Sound, of great Truſt and Dignity, but 
which import likewiſe great Obligations. 


+ Tuyxy are often ſtiled Watchmen, and 
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therefore they ought to be upon their 


Watch 7 ower , obſerving what Dangers 


their People are expoſed to, either by their 


Sint, which provoke the Fudgments of God: 
or by the Deſigns of their Enemies; they 
ought not by a falſe Reſpect, to ſuffer them 
to ſleep and periſh in their Sins; but muſt 
denounce the Judgments of God to them, 
and rather incur their Diſpleaſure by their 
Freedom, than ſuffer them to periſh in 
their Security. 1 


« Wu the Jewiſß Nation became cer- 
rupted both by Idolatry and Immorality, 
God raiſed up Prophetz,to be extraordinary 


Monitors to them; to declare to them 


their Sins, and to denounce thoſe Fudg- 
ments wnich were coming upon them, be- 
cauſe of them; we find the Silence, the 


Ignorance, and the Corruption of their 


F 04 Paſtors, 
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[ 42 ] 
= Paſtors, their Shepherds and their Watch- 
* men, is a main Article of their Charge; 
e ſo 1ſaiab tells them, that their Watchmen 
« were blind, ignorant, dumb Dogs, that 
« could not bark; ſleeping, lying down and 
&« loving to lumber : Yet theſe careleſs Fatch- 
„ men, were covetous and inſatiable ; they 
« were greedy Dogs, which could never have 
% enough; Shepherds they were that could 
t not underſtand: They all looked to their 


own Way, every one to his own Gain 


from his Quarter. 


As the Captivity drew nearer, we may 
t eaſily conclude, that the Corruptions both 


of Prieſt and People increaſed. In this 


«« deplorable State we ſhall find that their 
„ Prieſts and Paſtors had their large Share. 
« The Priefts ſaid not, where is the Lord? 
« They that handled the Law, knew me not, 
* the Paſtors alſo tranſgreſſed againſt me; 

« and their Corruption went ſo far, that they 
« had not only falſe Prophets to ſu pport them, 


but the People grew to be pleaſed with it. 


* The Prophets prophefied falſiy, and the 
&« Prieſts bear Rule by their Means: And my 


be * love to bave it ſo: From the Prophet 
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[ 43] 


even to the Prieft, every one dealt falſly. 
„And upon that, a Woe is denounced againſt 


the Paſtors that deſtroyed and ſcattered the 
Sheep of God's Paſture. They by their Of- 
« fice ought to have fed the People; but in- 
* ſtezd of that, they had ſcattered the Flock 
e and driven them away, and had not viſited 
« them: Both Prophet and Prieft were pro- 
« fane, their Wickedneſs was found, even in 
«© the Houſe of God. | 


* 


o 


© In Ezekiel we have the Guilt of the 


« Prieſts, ſet forth very heinouſly. Her 
MPrieſts have violated my Law, and profaned 
« my Holy Things; they have put no Difference 


between the Holy and Profane, the Clean 


« and the Unclean, and have hid their Eyes 
from my Sabbaths; the Effect of which 
« was, that God was profaned among them, 

« This is more fully proſecuted in the 34th 
„Chap. which is all addreſſed to the Shep- 
« herds of I/rael : Woe be to the Shepherds 
« of Iſrael, that do feed themſelves : Should 
« not the Shepherds feed the Flock? Te eat the 
« Fat, and ye cloath you with the Wool, ye kill 
e them that are fed, but ye feed not the Flock * 


© The Diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, nei- 
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L 44 ] 


ther have ye healed that which was fick, nei- 
* ther bave ye bound up that which was broken, 
** neither have ye brought again, that which 
** was driven away, neither have ye ſought 
« that which was loft ; but with Force and 
** with Cruelty have ye ruled them ; upon 
** which follows a terrible Expoſtulation, 
* and Denunciation of Judgments againſt 
* chem: I am againſt the Shepherds, ſaith 
* the Lord, I will require my Flock at their 
« Hands, and cauſe them to ceaſe from feed- 
& ing the Flock; neither ſhall the Shepherds 
« feed themſelves any more, | 


=. 
* 


* In Hoſea we find among the Sins and 
% Calamitics of that Time, this reckoned as 
% a main Cauſe of that horrid Corruption, 
„ under which they had fallen, there being 
+ no Truth, no Mercy, nor Knowledge of 


God in the Land; which was defiled by 
«© ſwearing, lying, killing, ſtealing, and com- 
+ mitting Adultery. My People are deſtroyed 
« for lack of Knowledge : To which is added, 
& Becauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge (or the 
t inſtructing of the People) I alſo will reject 
« thee, that thou ſhalt be no Prieſt to me; ſee- 

cc ing 


L 45 ] 
ing thou baſt forgot the Law of thy God, 1 
will alſo forget thy Children. 


o 


« In Joel we find the Duty of the Prieſts 
« and Miniſters of the Lord, ſer forth in 
+ Times of great and approaching Calami- 
ties, thus: They ought to be Interceſſors for 
the People, and to weep between the Porch 
% and the Altar, and ſay, Spare thy People, 
and give not thine Heritage to Reproach, 
& that the Heathen (Strangers and Idolaters) 
® ſhould rule over them : Wherefore ſhould they 
* ſay among the People, where is their God? 
* There is in Amos, a very black Character 
&« of a depraved Prieſthood, Their Prieſts 
teach for Hire. 


* 


„THESE were the Fore- runners of the De- 
« ſtruction of that Nation: But though it 
«« might be expected, that the Captivity 
« ſhould have purged them from their Droſs, 
« as it did indeed free them from all Inclina- 
4e tions to Idolatry yet other Corruptions 
« had a deeper Root: This is copiouſly ſet 
« out by Malachz, in an Addreſs made to the 
* Prieſts: And now, O ye Prieſts, this Com- 
« mandment is for you; if you will not bear; 
| | &« and 


[ 46 ] 

and if you will not lay it to Heart, to give 
Glory unto my Name, I will even ſend a 
« Curſe upon you, and I will curſe your Bleſ- 
« fings ; Tea, I have curſed them already, be- 
% cauſe ye do not lay it to Heart: For the 
« Priefls Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledge, and 
« they ſhould ſeek the Law at bis Mouth ; for 
cc he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts * 
But ye are departed out of the Way, ye have 
* cauſed many to ſlumble at the Law: Ye 
& have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, ſaith 
« the Lord of Hoſts, therefore have J alſo made 
« you contemptible and baſe before all the Peo- 
« ple, according as ye have not kept my Ways, 
e but have been partial in the Law. 


e THE Obligations therefore of the Prieſts 
under the Chriſtian Religion, to a holy 
« Striftneſs of Life and Converſation, to a 
« diligent Attendance on their Flock, and 
« for inſtructing and watching over them; 
« muſt all be as much higher and more 
« binding, as this new Covenant exceeds the 


«« old One. 


IN the Character that the Goſpel gives 


« of the Prieſts and Phariſees of that Time, 
We 


«+ 


60 


[47 ] 
we may ſee a juſt and true Idea of the 
" ** Corruptions 1 into which a bad Clergy is apt 


to fall. 


Tx loth of St. Jobn is the Place which 
both Fathers and more Modern Writers, 
have chiefly made Uſe of to ſhew the Dif- 
ference between good and bad Paſtors. The 
good Shepherds enter by the Door, and 
Chriſt is the Door by whom they muſt 
enter; that is, from whom they muſt have 
their Vocation and Miſſion : But the Thief 
and Robber, who comes to kill, ſteal and 


deſtroy, climbeth up ſome other Way; 


whatever he may do in the Ritual Way for 


. Form's Sake, he has in his Heart n Regard 


to Feſus Chrift, to the Honour of his Per- 
ſon, the Edification of his Church, or the 
Salvation of Souls ; he intends only to raiſe 
and enrich himſelf ; and ſo he compaſſes 
that, he cares not how many Souls periſb 
"IP his Means, or through his Neglect. The 

good Shepherd knows his Sheep ſo well, 


10 ä them by Name, and lead 


40 


them out, and they hear hie Voice; but the 
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© Stranger to them, they know not his 
« Voice, and will not follow him. 


« ST. Paul reckoning up to the Romans, 
« the ' ſeveral Obligations of Chriſtians, of 
« all Ranks, to Aſſiduity and Diligence i in 
<< their Callings and Labours, among others 
« he numbers theſe : Minifters let us wait on 
« our Miniſtring, or he that teaches, on Teach- 
« ing, he that ruleth, with Diligence. In his 
40 Epiſtle to the Corinthians, as he ſtates the 
HDignity of the Clergy in this, that they 
« ought to be accounted of as the Miniſters 
«. of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries 
« of God; he adds, that it is required in 
*« Stewards, that a Man be found faithful. 
In that Epiſtle he ſets down the 
„Law, which is the Foundation of all the 
Proviſion that has been made for the Cler- 
« oy, that the Lord hath ordained, that they 
<«« which preach the Go/pel;rfhould: [ive of the 
«.. Goſpel. But if upon that, the Laity have 
«« looked on themſel ves as bound to appoint ſo 
«. plentiful a Supply, that the Clergy mighc 
44 have whereon to live at their E2/e and in 
«. Abundance; then, certainly this was intended. 
2 chat they being freed from the a 
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[49] 
« Cares of this World, might attend continu- 
ally on the Miniſry of che Mord of Gad, and 
on Prayer. Thoſe who do that Work neg - 


 ligently, provoke the Lait to repentof their 
Bounty, and to defraud them of it. Fer 


s certainly there are no ſuch Enemies to the 
* Pattimony and Rights of the Church, as 
& thoſe'who eat the Fat, but do not preach 
i* the Goſpel, nor feed the Fleck, 


To this' it may not be improper to add 
« few Paragraphs, contained in the Preface 


* 


to the ſaid Book. 


Tü Manners and the Labours of the 


«+ Clergy, theſe are real Arguments which all 
_ *«' People do both, underſtand and feel z they 
have à much more convincing” Force, 


* they are more vi/ble; and ferfwade mote 
*© #niver/ally than Books can do, which are 
« little read; and leſs conſidered. And indeed 


the Bulk of Mankind is ſo made, that there 
« is no Working on them, but by moving 


.«« their Affections, and commaiiding their 
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[ 50 ] 


t ZEAL in Devotion and Diligence in the 
Paſtoral Care, are fallen under too viſible 


and too ſcandalous a Decay. And whereas 
«© the Underſtanding of the Scriptures, and 
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an Application to that ſacred Study, was 
at firſt the diſtinguiſbing Cbaracter of Pro- 
teſtants, for which they were generally 
nick- named Goſpellers; theſe Holy Mrit- 
ings are now ſo little fudied, that ſuch as 
are obliged to look narrowly into the Mat- 
ter, find great Cauſe of Regret and La- 
mentation, from the gro/s Ignorance of ſuch 


as are either in Orders, or that pretend to 
be put in them. 


19 


..** WaiLs Men imagine, that their whole 
Work conſiſts in publick Functions, they 


reckon that if they either do thoſe them- 


ſelves, or procure and hire another Perſon 
in Holy Orders to do them, that then they 
anſwer the Obligation that lies on them. 
6 And the Paſtoral Care, the inſtructing, the 


exhorting, the admoniſhing and reproving, 
the directing and conducting, the viſiting 
and comforting the People of the Pariſh, 


is generally neglected; while the Incum- 
bent does not think fit to look after it, and 


* A N * the 


4 


. 
* the Curate thinks himſelf. bound to no- 
6 thing, but barely to e 255 accord 
ing to K 


« IT. is very viſible; that in this preſent 

Age, the Reformation is not only at a 

Stand, but is going back, and grows ſenſi- 
bly weaker and weaker. 


* Wulrx theſe T blah are ſo, and while 
« we find that we our Selves, are as a Brand 
« pluck'd out of the Fire, which may be 
« thrown back into it again, if we are nor 
« alarmed by the juſt, but unſearchable Judg- 
« ments of God, which have waſted other 
« Churches ſo terribly, while they have on- 
« ly frighted us: What is more evident, 
« than that the preſent State of Things, and 
«« the Signs of the Times, call aloud upon 
« the whole Nation, to bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance? Since the Ax is laid 
« to the Root of the Tree. And as this in- 
« deed concerns the Body of the Nation, ſo. 
« we who arc the Prieſts and Miniſters of 
« the Lord, are under more particular Qbli- 
« gations; firſt, to look into our own Ways, - 
and to reform whatſoever: is amiſs among 
G 2 cc ua . 
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1 
* us, and thai to be Tntercaliori hoods Pros: 
«« ple committed to our Charge; to be 
* mourning for their Sins, and by our ſecret 
* Faſtings and Prayers, to be ſtanding in 
«« thoſe Breaches; which our crying Abo. 
« nations-have made; and ſo to be averting ' 


©. thoſe Judgments, which may be ready to 


<« break in upon us. Whereas, if an over- 
us flowing —— ſhould break in upon us, 
« we have all poſſible Reaſon, both from the 
* Judgments of God, and the preſent Situa- 
« tion of Affairs, to believe that it will be- 
gin at the Sanctuary, at thoſe who have 


« profaned the Holy Things, and have made 


« the daily Sacrifice to be leathed. 


« TnERE is another, and · perhaps yet, a 
« more diſmal Character of the preſent State 
« of the Age, that calls on the Clergy to 
« conſider well both their own Deportment, 
« and the Obligations that lie upon them, 
« which is the growing Atheiſm and gur 


8 * met! is — us. 


1% ANOTHER Confideration from the pre- 


4 ſent State of Things, is to be added, to 
call upon the Clergy to ſet about the Du 
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r the Cone 
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* of Principle, and by others, out of down 
* right and undiſguiſed Sacriledge. I know 
«« great Deal of this is too juſtly, and too 
« truly to be caſt on the Poverty of tho 
« Clergy: But what can we ſay, when we 
« find often the pooreſt Clarks in the riches 
« Livings? whoſe Incumbents, not content 
to devour the Patrimony of the Church, 
« while they feed themſelves, and not the 
« Flock out of it, are ſo ſcandalouſly bard in 
«« their Allowance to their Curates, as if they 
** intended equally to farve both Curate and 
« People. And is it to be ſuppoſed, that the 
% People will think themſelves under a very 
« ſtrict Obligation of Conſcience, to pay 
« religiouſly all that is que to one, who ſcems 
« to think himſelf under no Obligation to 
« labour for it? And fince it is a Maxim, 
« founded upon natural Equity, that the 
«« Benefice is given for the Office; Men will 
a not have great Scruples in denying the Be- 
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. 17 wwe ſtudied to honoùr God, and ſo 
eto do Honour to our Profeſſion, we might 
* juſtly hope, that he would raiſe it again to 
«that Credit which is due to it, and that he 
« would make our Enemies to be at Peace 
« with us, or at leaſt afraid to hurt or offend 
« us. And indeed we do not find many In- 
t ſtances of Clergymen who ive and labour, 
who preach and viſit as they ought to do, 
* that are under any eminent Degrees of Con- 

« tempt: If ſome do deſpiſe thoſe that are 
« faithful to their Truſt, yet they muſt do 
it ſecretly ; they dare not ſhew it, as long 
as their Deportment procures them the 
« Efteem, which we muſt confeſs does gene- 
rally follow true Worth and hearty La- 
e bours in the Miniſtry, 


SS 


4 


„I then either the Senſe of the Mrath 
of God, or the Deſire of his Favour and 
« Protection; if Zeal for our Church and 
Country; if a Senſe of the Progreſs of 
« Atheiſm and Irreligion; if the Contempt 
« that falls on us, and the Injuſtices that are 
« daily done us; if a Deſire to heal and u- 
« nite, to purify and perfect this our Church: 
If either the Concerns of this World, or 


cc of 
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of the next can work upon us, and affect 
„ us, all theſe Things concur to call on ut, 
to apply our urmoſt Care and Induſtry, to 
raiſe the Honour of our Holy Profeſſion, to 
<«< walk worthy of it, to perfurm the Engage- 
«< ments that we made at the Altar, when 
ve were dedicated to the Service of God 
and the Church, and in all Things both 
80 to adorn our ' Religion and our W N 
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-0 Te 0 is may bo added ame Paragraph, 
taken out of the | pious Neſolutions and 
Thoughts of that moſt excellent Prelate, 
Biſhop BEVERTDGE. * Religion 
"I 145. Wo „ 38G N eon 
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1 CT AM . by the Gitice of God. 

* to: feed the Flock that God hall ſet me 

over, with"obole/ome | Food,” neither ſtarv- 

ing them by Idleneſs, poiſoniigthem'wirch 

« Error, nor n _— op" with W 
eee , GI TN I 

wil 11 1 1 * eas 2 11 ner 
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= Ann hes l cannor but declare that over 


ei fince I knew what it was to ſtudy, I have 


2 often found by Experience, that Spiritual 


„ and intellectual Pleaſares, do as far ſurpaſs 


«+ the Soul exceeds the Body, For what 
«+ greater Honour can there be than to be the 
% Mouth of God to the People, and of the 
« People unto God; to haye the moſt High 
« himſelf, not only to ſpeak by them, but 
in them too? What greater Honour, than 


to have a Commiſſion from the King of 


Kings, to repreſent himſelf before his Peo- 
* ple, and call upon them in bis Name, to 
« turn from the Error of their Ways, and 
walk in the Paths of God to everlaſting 


« Glory? What greater Honour than to be 


4 an Infirument in his Hand, to bring poor 
« Souls from the Gates of Hell, to ſet them 


« among Princes in the Court of Heaven? 


2 Do they thirſt after Pleaſures ! What 
greater | Pleaſure can they have than to 
a make it their Buſineſs to feed themſelves and 
« — e e Life, 


« thoſe that are Temporal and Senſual, as_ 
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[ 52 ] 
Function, and the ſpiritual Pleaſures that 
attend the faithful Diſcharge of it, bur 


think likewiſe upon the ftrit Account thou 


muſt give of it in another. Lie: The ſe- 
rious Conſideration of which, as it can- 
not but be a great Comfort to the true and 
faithful Paſtor, who has diligently fed his 
Flock wich the ſincere Milk of God's 
Word; ſo muſt it be a great Terror and 


*« Confu * to the ſlothful and negligent, the 
falſe and deceitful Diſpenſers of the Di- 


vine Myſteries, who have either careigſſy 
loft, or treacherouſly deluded, the Souls of 
thoſe committed to their Charge, which 
they muſt one Day , anſwer for, as well 
as for their own. And, therefore that no- 
thing of this Kind, may ever be laid to 
my Charge, I ſolemly promiſe ſo to de- 
mean my Self in the Exerciſe of my mini- 
ſte rial Function, as to make the Care of 
Souls, eſpecially of thoſe committed to * 
Charge, the chief Study and Bufineſs of 
my Life. 


« AND. ** ** Partiality or Excep- 
7. tion; I muſt not ſingle out ſome of the 
* 


beſt of my Flock, ſuch as I have the higheſt 
H e Reſpect 


1 

0 Reſpekt for, or have receiv'd the greateſt 
Obligations from; but miniſter to every 
« one, according to "their ſeveral Neceffities. 
„If I meet with Men of Knowledye and 
<« Virtue, my Buſineſs muſt be to confirm and 
cx abi ;/þ them therein; if with thoſe thar 
rate ignorant and immoral, to teach and in- 
« firuft them in the Ways of Religion, and 
c by all Means poſſible, to reclaim and re- 
& duce them to the Exerciſe of their Duty; 
* always remembring, that as the Bleſſed Je- 
% ſis, the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our 
& Souls was not ſent, ſave unto the loſt Sheep 
& of the Houſe' of IJ/ael, and came not to 
« call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repen- 
*© rance; ſo it is the indiſpenſable Duty of 
« his Apoſtles and Minifters (and by the 
«© Grace of God, I ſhall make ir mine) to 
follow his Example in this Particular; to 
*< ſpare no Time or Pains in the Reformation 
«« of Sinners, though it be never fo irkfome 
and difficult to accompliſh ; even though I 
** ſhould meet with ſuch as the Prophet Da- 
«« vid ſpeaks of, who hate to be reformed, 
and caſt my Words behind them. And 
therefore, as I know it is my Duty, Io I 

l always — to take Pleaſure in 


cc the 


3 
* 


1501 
©, the-ſeveral Offices I perform, of this Kind, 
to ſtrengthen the weak, heal the wounded, 
and bind up the broken Heart, to call in 
* thoſe — lhtr: and £9 Wy, and to ſeele 
* aten loſt; 6 


9 To cheſs Ends, ho! Preching; is with- 
* out Doubt, a moſt excellent and uſeful , as 
well as neceſſary Duty (eſpecially, if it 
be performed, as it ought, with Zeal and 
Reverence, and the Doctrine applied and 
1 preſs d Home, with Sincerity of Affection) 
«« yet, Þ ſhall not think it ſufficient to inſtruct 
„my People only from the Pulpit, but take 
all Opportunities to iaſtil good Thoughts 
and Principles into their Minds in my pri- 
vate Converſation. I know it is impoſſible 
for all Miniſters, frequently to viſit every 
< particular Perſon or Family in their Pariſh, 
* there being in ſome Pariſhes, eſpecially in 
and. about Landon, ſo many Thouſands of 
« Souls: But howſoever, if it ſhould pleaſe 
„ the Lord, to call me to ſuch a Flock, 
«« though I cannot viſit all, I ſhall vit as 
„ many as I can; eſpecially thaſe that are 
fick and infirm, and be ſure to feed them 


« with the ſincere Milk of the Word, ſuch 
H 2 « az 
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«"as may turn to their Spiritual Nouriſh- 
ment, and make them grow in Grace, and 
« in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
„ Feſus Cbriſt. I will not fill their Heads 
* with ſpeculative Notions and Niceties in 
Divinity; (which, among the leſs judici- 
us, are very often the Occaſion of Here- 
« fy and Error, and ſometimes alſo of De- 
luſion and Diſtraction; But my chief Care 
© ſhall be to inſtruct them in thoſe | neceſſary 
« Truths, which their Chriſtian Faith in- 
« diſpenſably obliges them to know and be- 
« lieve, and preſs them to the Performance 
of thoſe Duties, without which they can- 
te not be ſaved; meekly and impartially re- 
_ << proving the particular Vices they are moſt 
4e jnclin'd and addicted to, and chearfully 
encouraging and improving whatever vir- 
45 ruous Actions they are any of them, ex- 
T5 emplary 1 In, and whatever good Habits and 
« Inclinations the Divine Grace ies 2 into 
their Hearts. 1 0 


tends 


AND be Free and Chari 


„ great Chiradteriftick of oùr Profeſſion, 
« the Bond and Cement of all other Chri- 
* ſtian Duties, in order to make my Mini- 


cc « ſtry 


<« ſtry the more ſucceſsful, I reſolye, in the 
<< laſt Place, not only to avoid all Differences 
and Diſputes with them my Self, but a- 
% micably to compoſe all ſuch as may ariſe 
% among the Neighbours. In a Word, I 
« [ſhall make it my Endeavour, in all Things, 
e ſo ro approve my Self as a faithful Mini- 
«fer, both in Life and Doctrine before 
them, that, at the laſt Day, when the 
great God ſhall call for my Pariſh, and my 
4 Self to appear before him, I may be fitly 
10 to give an Account of both; at 
< leaſt, to anſwer for as many of them as he 
* requires; and may with Joy and Comfort 
«« pronounce. this Sentence of my. Saviour, 
tif it may, without Offence, be applied to 
* his Minifters, — 1 and n * 
„ which thou buf Sven ws 
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In Bie Thougtns upon a Chriſtian Life. 
. 73. is contained che following Para- 


The Apoſtle 8t. Paul, in his Epiſtle to 
66. 7 imothy, gives him Directions how to ma- 
« nage 


[68] 

©. nage ſo great a Work, and to diſcharge ſo 
*<, great a Truſt as was committed to him, 
both as Biſhop and Prieſt; both how to 
«. ordain. and govern others, and likewiſe 
show to preach himſelf the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
And having ſpent the whole Epiſtle in Di- 
** reftions'of-this Sort, in the Cloſe of it, he 
4 ſubjoins one general Caution to be con- 
i ſtantly obſerved by him ; Charge them that 
are rich, &c. Which Words, though firſt 
directed ta Timothy, were in him intended 
« for all ſucceeding Miniſters and Preachers 
+, of che Goſpel; ſuch I mean, who are ſo- 
lemray ordained and ſet "apart for this 
Work. We are all obliged to obſerve the 
Coramand which is here laid upon us, as 
* without which we are never likely to do 
« any good upon them that leur us: For ſo 
long as their Minds are ſet altogether upon 
*« Riches, and the Things of this World, 
<«« We may preach our Hearts ut, before we 
scan ever perſwade them to mind Heaven 
and eternal Happineſs in good Earneſt. 
« This St. Paul knew well enough, and 
«« therefore hath left this, not only as his 
% Advice and Counſel, but as a ſtrict Com- 
mand and Duty, incumbent upon the 


t Preach» 


[63] 
Preachers of the Goſpel in all Ages, that 
7 they Charge TO that are Rich, &. 


« Tuus we are NT" to preach the 
« Word of God, by publiſhing his Will 
e and Pleaſure to Men; charging them in 
his Name to obey and practice it. For 
„ we come not to them in our Names, but 
„in his that created and redeemed them; 
« and therefore, although we neither have, 
« nor pretend to any Power or Authority 
* over them, from our Selves, yet by Virtue 
of the Commiſſion which we have re- 
« ceiv'd from the Univerſal and Supreme 
„Monarch of the World, we not only law- 
£75 fully may , but are in Duty bound, co 
« charge and enjoin all in his Name, to ob- 
« ſerve what he hath commanded them. 
« Hence it is, that the Apoſtle, in the Name 
©: of God, commands Titus, and in him all 
8 ſucceeding Miniſters of the Goſpel , £0 
«« ſpeak or preach the Word of God, to ex- 
hort and rebuke with all Authority: From 
whence nothing can be more plain, than 
«« that it is our Duty to preach” with Autho- 


« rity, as thoſe who have receiv'd Power 


„from God, to make known his Will and 


60 Pleas X 


[64] i 
«© N all Men; or as the Apoſtle here 
expreſaly words it, 10 charge them not to be 

4e „Hebe and the like. 


„ Bur chis 1 hrs be a very ungrate- 
40 ful Subject to many, and therefore I ſhould 
« not have inſiſted ſo long upon it, but that 
« there is a Kind of Neceſſity for it. For 
« I verily. believe, that the  Non-Obſervance 
5 of this, hath been, and ſtill is, the princi- 
« pal Reaſon, why People receive fo little 

« Benefit by hearing of Sermons, as they 
„ uſually do. For they look upon Sermons 
« only as popular Diſcourſes, rehears d by 
« one of their F ellow-Creatures, which they 
« may cenſure, approve or reject, as them- 
« ſelves ſee good. And we our Selves, I 
« fear, have been too faulty, or or at leaſt re- 
« miſs in this Particular; in that when we 
*« preach, we ordinarily make a long Ha- 
«© rangue or Oration, concerning ſome Point 
in Polemical, Dogmatical, or Practical 
« Divinity, and - uſe only ſome moral Per- 
« ſwafions to preſs upon our Auditors the 
« Obſervance of what we ſay, without in- 

«« terpoſing or exerciſing the Authority which 


| 2 is committed to us, ſo as to charge them 
« in 


[ 65 ] 

{© in the Name of the moſt High God, to 
*« obſerve and practice what we declate and 

prove to them to be his Will, and by Con- 

** ſequence their Duty. But for my own 
« Part, did I think that Preaching confiſted 
only in explaining ſome Point in Lavihiry, 
« and uſing oniy moral Arguments to per- 
« ſwade Men to petform their Duty to God 
and Man, I ſhould not think it worth my 
« while to do it, þ<cauſe I could not expect 
to do any good at all by it. For all the 
% moral Arguments in the World, can ne- 
« yer be ſo ſtrong to draw us from Sin, as 
our natural Cotruptions are to drive. us. into 
« ir. And therefore we can fiever. expect to 
« do any good upon Men, either by Our Lo- 
« gick or Rhetorick; but our Arguments 
e muſt be fetched from on High, even from 
« the Eternal God himſelf, or elſe they ate 
« never likely to profit or prevail upon them. 
« We muſt charge and command them in 
«« God's Name, or elſe we had as good ay 
40 nothing. 


„ Ir i is true, did we, who preach God's 
& Word, propoſe nothing to our Selves, but 
2A tickle Mens Ears and pleaſe their Fan- 
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ces, and ſo to ingratiate our Selves into 
« their Love and Favour, it would be eaſy to 
*< entertain them with Diſcourſes of another 


T 


e quaint . Phraſes, and high Notions, as s 
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40 


Nature, ſtuffed with ſuch fine Words, 


would be very pleaſing and acceptable un- 


* ro them. But I muſt take Leave to ſay, 
that we dare not do it; for we know, that 


as our Auditors muſt give an Account of 


their Hearing, ſo it is not long before we 
muſt alſo. give an Account of our Preaching 


too; for fo God himſelf hath told us be- 
- fore-hand by his - Apoſtle, Heb. x411.. 17. 
But how ſhall we be able to look the 
Eternal God in the Face, yea, or to look 
our Auditors in the Face at that Time, if 


66 8 


inſtead of charging their Duty upon them 


in order to their Eternal Salvation, ue 
ſhould put them off with general Diſcour- 


ſes, which /ignify nothing, only to pleaſe 


and gratify them, whilſt we remain with 


them; no, we dare not do it, and there- 
fore I wiſh Men would not expect it from 
us; for we muſt not hazard our own eter-. 
nal Salvation, to gain their temporal Fa- 


vour and Applauſe. And therefore, ſeeing 
God hath been pleas d to intruſt us ſo 
6 far 
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far with Mens Souls, as to direct them in 


** the Way to Eternal Life; however they 


reſent it, we are bound in Duty, both to 


God, to them ande our Selves, to deal plain- 
« ly with them, and to uſe the Authority 
* which he hath here committed to us, 
hexe he hath expreſsly commanded, us In 
« his Name, to Charge them that are Rich 
«KN * Wortd, &c. 
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In, the Life. of the Reverend Mr. George 
Heber, late Orator of the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, is contained the following Pars. 
warden a 

Ry 1 P (age the Writer of his Life) he was 
& ar any Time too zealous in his Sermons, 
« it was in reproving the Indecencies of tho 
10 * Behaviour in the Time of Divine 
Service, and of thoſe Miniſters that hudled 
up the Church Prayers, without a viſible 
% Reverence and Affection; namely, ſuch as 
+ ſeem d to ſay the Lord's Prayer or a Col- 
« lect in a Bregth ; but for himſelf, his Cu- 
4 ſtom was to are 1 eyery Collect. 


* and 
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be for the Clergy themſelves to keep 


T3 
* and give the People * to conſider what 
« they had pray d, and to force their Deſires 
affectionately to God, before he engaged 
them into new Petitions. 


I x one of his Salisbury Walks, he met 
«+ with a neighbouring Miniſter, and after 
«& ſome fri 7 Diſcourſe detwirt them, and 
e ſonie Condolement for the Wiekedneſs of 
the Times, and Contempt of the Clergy: 
Mr. Herbert took Occafion to ſay : 


would 
the 
Ember Weeks ſtrictly, and beg of their Pa- 


ox x Cure for theſe Diſtempers, 


2 riſhioners to join with them in Faſting and 


* Prayers for a more religious Clergy. 


Ax b another Cure would be, for them- 
felyes to feſtore the great and neglected 
by Duty of Gatechizing, on which the Salya- 
tion af ſo many Of the poor and ignorant 
Lay: peopſe does depend; but principally, 
that the Clergy themſelves would be ſure to 
live upblamably ; and that the dignified 
* bby eſpecially, which preach Tempe- 
4 rance, would avoid Curfeiriny; and rake all 
Occa- 


169 J 


« Occafions to expreſs a Vifible Humulty and 


— 


Charity in their Lives; for this Wyuld forte 
4 Renee Fan e 
* Reyerence from all chat knew them: « 
* for Proof of this, we Heel vo cher Tel. 

* mony than the Life and Death of Dr. Lak 
« tare Biſhop of Bath and Wells.) This (fail 
Mr. Herbert.) would BY Cons ih 
* Wickedneſs and growing *Atheiſth of bur 
Age. And my dear Brother, till this be 
done by us, and done in Eartieſt, let no 
Man expect a Reformation of the Maniiers 
* of the Laity: For tis not Leirhing, but 
« this, this only, chat muſt doit; and till 
6. * then, tho Fault mad} lie ar our Bun. | 


alt rbb t HHH 


To this it may not be Iaiprwphr s add a 
few Paragraplis taken out of the Lord Chief 
Juſtice Halecs Meditations upon the Lord's 
Prayer, p. 3 1. in Relation to the Manner of 


preſenting our Prayer with Kn Zeal 
and Devotion, | 


Lr thy Prayer be ilk de Beweg 
4 with the whole Man: For as thou comeſt 


* 'th 


70.1 
to a Father. i» that Relation thou 
« 'owelt lim Reyerence, fo: thou comeſt to 


„ Hedvenly Father, the great Lord and 


| «+ Jude, of” all "Things. 1. Per. I. 17. Aud 
. 27 call on the Father, who qoithout Re- 


bs of Perſons, Jadgech according. to every. 


he s Works, paſs the Time of your Sojourn- 
© ag bere in Fear.” 'And as a Father, and ſuch 
« Father calls for thy Reverence, | ſo eſpe- 
i 3 7 when thou cpnſidereſt chat thou 

00 5 bf 9 this great King in his Throne, 
C 43g the lace c of his Majeſtyand Glory. And 

«- therefare this. Expreſſiom is added, to take 
Kup the whole:Laticale of thy Thoughts, 
% with, che higheſt zApprebenſions of che 
ory and ajeſty of the Lord, before 


1 hom4 chou comet and that. thou maiſt 
4e conſider the infinite Diſtance that is be- 
I tween ches and the Lord ↄf Heaven; Iſai- 
* oh LY; 9. Fora, e Net than 
« the Earth, % are my Tong than your 
; ei Thoughts, and my Ways than your, Mays. 
rp” And upon this Conſideration to admire 
e and magnify the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
<« this great King, that is pleaſed to admit 
& poor anful Worms ta come into his Pre- 
0 ſence and beg for our Lives, and for our 
($3. * * Souls, 
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« Souls, wich a Promiſe of Mercy a 


ceptation. — 


% ERT thy Prayers be full of Intention 
Thou deſt, or ſnouldeſt bring up thy Soul 


into Heaven, 1 into the Preſence of, the great. 
and glorious, God; and what: Thould- itchy 
wandring Thoughts, thy Earthly Buſineſs 
do chere? Leave chem at the Fopt oft the 
Hill; when thou aſcendeſt into the Mount 
of God; Conſider the Perſon to whom 
thou, comeſt, exactly views: and obſerves. 
the Frames and Connexion and Worki 
and Motions of thy Thoughts. and Defires, 
and whether they go along with thy 
Words, or wich thy external Deportment, 


and if they do not, ſo much of thy. Prayer 


is not only loſt, but a Mockery and Abuſe 
of thy Maker. And as the Conſidetation 
of the Perſon, to, whom thou; makeſt thy 
Addreſs, ſo the Place where: chou comeſt, 


doth not ſute with: thoſe. impertinent and 


ce 


vain, Diverſions, Theref6re. when thou 
prayeſt, do it conſiderately, adviſedly, and 


witch the whole Intention ef thy Soull. 


Eccles. V. 1. Be not raſb with thy Mouth, 
and let not thy Heart utter any Tbing baſtily 
6. before- 


(72) 
2 1 . . . 


8 prefent Lord Archbill "Sf Canter! 
155 in his Letter to his Clergy, A che Dio- 
.ceſe of Lincoln. repreſents che Neceffity 5 and 
Wefulneſs of Catechizing the Youth, as ap- 


* 9 % 


| by che TONNE Paragraphs contained 


Lads 7 75 : 444 % i I TY, 


ny > Quzen Elizabeth required * Par- 


ſons and Vicars, every Holy- Day, to recite 
the Creed, the Lord's Prayer and Ten, Com- 


: 


in Engliſh, that their Pariſhio- 
©x ners might b both learn themſelves, and teach 
3 KN PR fame. And She enjoined 
3 wo, every. Holy-Day and every ſecond 
Sunday in the Year, to 5275 and inſtruct the 
N Touch of chief Parifh,. fi or half. an Hour 
© ar leaſt before Evening Prayer, © in the ten 
© Commandments, the Articles of the Belief 1 
aud the Lord's Prayer; and dilj ently to ex- 
amine them, and reach chem de Catechiſm, 


1 fer forth in the Book of ing Fae. . 
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I would be too tedious to mention all 
the following Orders which were made, as 
Well by — Biſhops and Clergy in their 
'* Synods; as by our ſucceeding Princes, and 
even by the Parliament. itſelf, for the dili- 
gent Diſcharge of this neceſſary Duty. How 
ſtrictly the Miniſters were enjoined to in 
it Aru the younger Perſons of their Pariſhes 
in their Catechiſm; and Parents and Ma- 
- © ſters required to ſend their Children and 
Ser vants to be inſtructed by them.” By the 
Conſtitutions of 1571, every Rector and 
* Vicar was obliged upon every Sunday and 
, Holy-Day, to ſpend two Hours after Din- 
ner in this Work: And leſt their Pariſhio- 
ners ſhould neglect to attend it, it was or- 
dered; That no one ſhould come to the 
Hay Communion, or anſwer for a Child in 
Baptiſm, or contrat# Marriage, who had 
not firſt learned the Catechiſm, ſo as to be 
able Nene to anſwer. to . che Parts 
el it. 


* 
mo 
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0 Tü Was 4 bad in the 5060 of 
21 575, and confirm d, as the other before 
had been by the Queen's Authority: And 
when Atchbithop Whitgift underſtood that 
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* this proficable Exerciſe . nevertheleſs, 
to be tod much neglected, both by the Mi- 
* niſters and People; He not only remon- 
© ſtrated to his Suffragans the /ad Effects of 
it, but earneſtly exhorted and required 
them in the Fear of God, according to their 
« Paſtoral Care, and for the Duty which 
they owed both to God and his Church to 
give ſtreight Charge to both, and to ſee 
* that the Children, and other ignorant Per- 
* ſons were duly inſtructed and examined in 
their Catechiſm, as by the Orders of the 
Church gd ought to be. 


a To 3 has Miniſter's Care i in this Par- 
* ticular, the firſt Neglect was, upon Com- 
* plaint, decreed to be an Admonition from 
the Biſhop, with a ſharp Reproof; the ſe- 
* cond, Suſpenſion; and the third, Excom- 
'«£ munication. * Tis true, upon the laſt Re- 

« viſion of he Book of Common Prayer, 
« there is ſome Change made as to the Time 
« when this Office is to be performed: For 
« whereas before, {both- by the Rubrick of our 
+ Liturgy, and by the Canon made 'agrecably 
« thereunto, the Curaze of .cyery;] Fariſh was 
directed to infkruer and examine the Chil- 
ample. 


[75] 


« dren of his Pariſh before Evening Prayer 
« began; it is now appointed to be done in 


Time of Divine Service, immediately af 
* ter the ſecond Leſſon, that ſo not ly the © 


greater Number may attend upon this Of- 
* fice, but the whole might be performed 
* with the greater Care and Solemnity. But 
* ſtill, as to the Subſtance of the Duty, it 
remains as it did; and both the Curate is 
. < oblig'd upon Sundays and Holy-days, open- 

ly to inſtruct the Children of his Pariſh in 
the Church Catechiſm; and the Fathers, 
Mothers, Maſters and Dames, are required 


to ſee that their Children, Servants and Ap- 


« prentices, who have not learn d their Cate- 
chiſm, do come to be inſtructed by him. 


If the Miniſter negle& his Duty, the Pe- 


* nalry of the Canon is ſtill in Force againſt 
him: If the People omit theirs, they are 
to be ſuſpended by the Ordinary; and if 
they ſo perſiſt by the Space of a Month, 
they alſo are to be excommunicarted. 


* * * oo 


How wiſe the Conſtitution af our 
Church in this Reſpect, as well as in its 
« other Eſtabliſhments, is, it would be need- 
k dels for me to obſerve to you. The Reaſon 
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of the Thing it ſelf ſufficiently ſpeaks it 
For as by the Sermon in the Morning, thoſe 
« who are of riper Years, and better Know- 
* ledge in the Goſpel of Cbriſt, are edified 
and inſtruted; ſo by teaching and expound- 
ing the Catechiſm in the Afternoon, the 
| © younger and more ignorant (who are not 
yet capable of profiting by Sermons) are 
inform'd and train d up with ſuch a Sort 
of Learning, as is ſuitable ta their Age and 
Capacities. And yet, alas! how has this 
prudent and uſeful Method been Agbted 
« by many; and neglected by more! And in- 
© ſtead of theſe Catechetical Inſtitutions, a 
© ſecond Sermon been introduced for the Af- 
« ternoon, and a new Sort of Teachers ſet up, 
* under as new a Character, of Lecturers, to 
« preach it, and that (oftentimes) not ſo 
* much to the real Benefit, as to the Fancies 
© and Inclinations of thoſe by whom they 
© ere to be paid for it. And the Reſult has 
been, that the Afternoon Sermon has almoſt | 
« quite thrown out the much better, and 
« more profitable Exerciſe of catechizng , 
« which has both the Lews of the Realm, and 
« "Canons of the Church on its Side; whereas, 
the other has neither: And We if 
the 


{ 


ps L 2.4 
6 the one muſt be allowed, I think the. other 
« atleaſt, ſhould not be omitted. n 


*. And er ek ES own. 
* Senſe, but the Judgment of thoſe, whoſe 
« Opinion carry Authority as well as Weight 
« with them. = Sch was that of Archbiſhop 
« Sheldon, in the Year 1672, who by the. 
* King's Command, required his Suffragans, . 
« To inforce the Execution of ſuch Laws 
<« and Conſtitutions, as enabled them to en- 
« join the Vic and Exerciſe of our Church 
« Catechiſm,” Of Archbiſhop Sancref?, in 
che Year 1688, among whole ſeaforable 
and wiſe Articles, ſent to his Biſhop in a 
very critical Juncture, Ne ; 
That they (the Clergy) diligently catechize 
«« the Children and Youth of their Pariſhes. 
b (as the Rubrick of the Common Pray er- 
„ Book, and the fifty-ninth Canon enjoin) 
and ſo prepare them to be brought in due 
«« Time to Confirmation, when there ſhall. 
« be Opportunity: And that. they allo; at 
« the ſame Time, expound. the Grounds of 
Religion, and common Chriſtianity, in 
«« the Method of the Catechiſm, for the In- 
« ſtruction and Benefit of the whole Pariſh ;; 
teach - 


. 281 


« teaching 'them what they are to believe, 


<« and what to do, and what to pray for, and 
*« particularly, often and earneſtly inculcat- 


Th ing upon them, the Importance and Obli- 


« gation of their Bapti iſmal Vows.” This was 


« what that, great and good Prelate, thought 


>. neceſſary to recommend. to the Clergy, in 


the Time of our utmoſt Danger, and as 
© the beſt Means to prevent the Growth of 


« Popery, then breaking in, like a Torrent 
upon us, on every Side, And when. his 
late Majeſty, of glorious Memory, had 
freed us from the Fear, yet till he thought 


this Duty, of ſo much Importance, as to 

give it a particular Place in his Injunctions, 
_ © ſet forth for the better Eſtabliſhment of 
' * our Church in the Year 1694. And our 


* "preſent moſt Reverend Metropolitan, the Year 
following, thus prudently reconciled the 
« Diſcharge of this Duty, with the Manners 
and Humours of the Times; by directing 


his Suffragans to tear iro their 


07 Clergy, fince chey muſt preach (after hav- 
« ing examined the Children in their Cate- 
chiſm, as the Rubrick requires) © To preach 
« in the Afternoon upon Catechetical Heads, 
« both that the People may be the better 

rooted 
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« rooted and grounded in the Faith, and alſo 
by barks 5 ec aroma 
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1 CANNOT more properly —__ this 
Tract, than by inſerting a Lettex of that ex- 
cellent Princeſs Queen Ax x , to the then 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, by which 
it will appear that Her Majeſty's Regard for 
the Church of England, did not IR confine 
it ſelf ro the Maintenance of the Clergy, by 
giving up the Firſt Fruits and Tenths, for 
the Augmentation of ſmall Livings, but Her 
pious Care extended it ſelf to ſupport the 
. Diſcipline of che Church, in forcingby her 
Authority that Purity of Faith and Prectice 
on the Lives of Her Subjects, of which in 
Her own, She gave ſo bright and ſo conſpi- 
cvous an ——_ aw | 
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5 the * Reverend Father 


2051 Wo 


in God, our right tru 
and right entirely beloved 
 Councellor, THo As, Lord 
_  Areb-Biſbop of Canterbury, 
Primate of all OV” 
ad JONES 


ost Reverend Father in 
God, our right truſty, and 
Kehr entirely beloved Oouncellor; 


Beginning of our Reign, our earneſt 
Deſire hath been to employ the Au- 
chority given us by Almighty God, 
In maintaining the Purity and Power 
of his Holy Religion, and in repreſs- 

ing 


68 


We greet you well: Altho' from the 


| [ 8 J 

ing all ſuch Dodrines and Practices, 

as are contrary thereunto; yet to 
our exceeding Grief we have un- 
derſtood, not only, that Looſeneſs 
and Corruption of Manners, and a 
Neglect of all wholeſome Diſcipline, 
have of late greatly prevail'd in this 
our Kingdom; but alſo, that uncom- 
mon JI1nduftry hath been us'd by 
Men, averſe to all Religion and 
Goodneſs, and as we have juſt 
Ground to believe, ill - affected to- 
wards our State, in venting and 
ſpreading ſuch Principles as tend to 
undermine the Chriftian Faith, to 
overthrow all Vertue and Order a- 
mong Men, and diſſolve the Bands 
or Civil Government. 


. WHEREFORE our Will and Plea- 


ſure is, and we do by theſe Letters, 


charge and require you, as you will 


anſwer 


[ 32 ] 

anſwer it to him by whom both we 

and you are to be judg'd, that you 
will be aſſiſting to us, in putting a 
timely Stop to the further Growth 
of Infidelity and Prophaneneſs, and 
in promoting and encouraging Piety 
among our Subjects, by ſuch Means as 


you ſhall judge to be moſt effectual 
for theſe Purpoſes; and particularly. 


by inforcing, as far as in you lies, a 
due Obſervation of all ſuch Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Laws and Canons, as have 
been hitherto provided for the well- 
governing of the Church, and the 
Furtherance of godly Living, 


To this End, we do likewiſe en- 
join and require you, to exhort the 
Clergy of your Dioceſe, to watch di- 
ligently over their Hocks, to be ex- 
emplzry in their Lives, to frame their 
publick Diſcourſes to the People, 


UPON 


Maa. v2 a , td a9,” cx of 1 


OT EA 
upon ſuch Subjects as tend moſt ta 
Edification ; and particularly, to be 
very careful and conſtant in Catechiſ- 
7ng thoſe of the younger Sort, and 
in preparing them, as ſoon as they 
come to a fit Age, for Confirmation, 
and the worthy receiving of the 


Holy Communion: And if any of 


the Clergy under your Care, ſhall be 
found negligent or remiſs, in diſ- 
charging theſe or any other Duties 
of their ſacred Calling, or ſhall by a 
diſorderly Converſation, or by any 
Behaviour unbecoming their Hoh 
Function, leſſen the good Effects of 
their Miniſtry 3 We command, that 
by Admonition, Cenſure or other- 
wiſe, as the Caſe ſhall deſerve, you 
endeavour to reform all ſuch Neg- 
les and Abuſes, and by that Means 
repreſs the Scandal and Miſchief, 

L 2 which 


. 
which the Church of God might ſuf- 
fer thereby. 


ANp for as much as the pious 
InRructicn and Education of Chil- 
dren, is the ſureſt Way of preſerving 
and propagating the Knowledge and 
Practice of true Religion, it hath 
been very acceptable to us to hear, 
that for the attaining theſe good 
Ends, many Charity Schools are now 
erected throughout this Kingdom, by 
the liberal Contributions of our good 


* = Subjects: We do therefore earneſtly 
recommend it to you, by all proper 


Ways, to encourage and promote ſo 
excellent a Work, and to counte- 
nance and aſſi the Perſons princi- 
pally concerned in it, as they ſhall 


always be ſure of our Protection and 
Favour. 


: We 


L 8 ] 
Wæx hope, and we expect it from 
you, that as often as you are requi- 
red thereunto by Law, and are not 
let and hindred by ſome juſt and 
reaſonable Cauſe, you will viſt your 
Dioceſe in Perſon; by which Means, 
you will be more fully and cer- 
tainly inform'd of all ſuch Matters 
belonging to your Charge, as may 
want your Direction and Redreſs, 
or may be fit for your Royal Cogni- 
zance and Interpoſition, if Need ſhall 
ſo require; and we will, that at 
all Times, as well as your uſual Vi- 
ſitations, you lay hold of all Oppor- 


tunities, to confirm ſuch as are duly 
qualified. 


— 


Wx do moreover think proper to 
recommend to you, that before the 
next ſitting of Convocation, you 
will carefully conſider what Defects 


there 


L864 
there are in the preſent Diſcipline 
of the Church; and what further 
Proviſion may be requiſite towards 
removing them; that when the Con- 
vocation aſſembles, ſuch Orders and 
Conftitutions as are wanting, may 
upon due Deliberation be prepar'd, 
and laid before us for our Conſent, 
which we ſhall always readily im- 
part to whatever we ſhall judge 
may conduce to the Honour of God, 
the Advancement of true Religion, 
and the Welfare of the Eftabliſh'd 
Church. Theſe being the great Ends 
which we have moſt at Heart, and 
by the promoting of which, we 
chiefly promiſe our Selves the Bleſſ- 
ing of God upon us and our People. 


| Ovn Willis, that you forthwith 
tranſmit Copies of theſe our Letters, 


to all the Suffragans of your Pro- 
VINCE & 


[973 
vince: And fo not doubting of your, 
and their ready Concurrence with 
us, in theſe our Royal Purpoſes. We 
bid you heartily farewel. 


Given at our Caſtle of 
Windſor , the 20h of 
Auguſt, 1711, in the 
10 Year of our Reign, 


By Her Majeſty's Commant; 


DARTMOUTH. 
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